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9:30am

1:00pm

2:00pm

12:00pm

4:00pm

5:00pm

6:00pm

7:00pm

AAS Council Meeting, 8:00am - 5:00pm, Room 400, Hilton Austin

91 HAD II: Funding Astronomy in the Post-World War II Era, 4:00pm - 6:00pm, Room 12A

Undergraduate Orientation, 6:00pm - 7:00pm, Austin Ballroom, Radisson Austin

Opening Reception, 7:00pm - 9:30pm, Four Seasons Ballroom, Four Seasons Hotel

2012 NSF Postdoctoral Fellows Symposium, 8:00am - 7:00pm, Room 8

K-12 Educators Reception, 5:00pm - 7:00pm, Travis Ballroom, Radisson Austin

Structuring your Scientific Paper, 1:00pm - 5:00pm, Room 18A

Becoming a More Effective Research Mentor for Your Trainees: Undergraduates to Post-docs, 1:00pm - 5:00pm, 
Room 18B
90 HAD I: Transits of Venus: Looking Forward, Looking Back, 1:00pm - 3:40pm, Room 12A

Registration, 3:00pm - 8:00pm, Registration Desk, Atrium

Speaker Ready Room, 3:00pm - 5:00pm, Room 11

Protecting Our Dark Skies. 9:00am - 4:00pm, Room 12B 

Teaching Every Student: Teaching Diverse Audiences, 9:00am - 4:30pm, Room 19B

NASA Cosmic Origins Program Analysis Group, 9:00am - 5:00pm, Room 18C

NASA Physics of the Cosmos Program Analysis Group, 9:00am - 5:00pm, Room 10AB

Science Tools for Data-Intensive Astronomy,12:00pm - 5:00pm, Room 19A

Saturday, 7 January 2012
8:00am

1:00pm

9:00am

3:00pm

Exoplanet Exploration Program Analysis Group 5, 8:00am - 5:30pm, Room 9BC

CAE/CATS Astro 101 Tier I Teaching Excellence Workshop, 8:00am - 5:30pm, Room 17B

Getting Started in Astronomy Education Research, 9:30am - 12:30pm, Room 19B

8:00am

2012 NSF Postdoctoral Fellows Symposium, 1:00pm - 7:00pm, Room 8

AER Clinic: Robust Qualitative Research Methods, 2:00pm - 5:00pm, Room 19B

Sunday, 8 January 2012

CAE/CATS Tier II Technology Special Topic Workshop, 8:00am - 5:30pm, Room 9A

CAE/CATS Astro 101 Tier I Teaching Excellence Workshop, 8:00am - 5:30pm, Room 17B

Exoplanet Exploration Program Analysis Group 5, 8:00am - 5:30pm, Room 9BC
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8:30am

9:30am

102 Early-type Galaxies
Room 17B

103 HEAD: Explosive Autopsy: 
What Do Remnants Tell Us About 
Core-Collapse Supernovae
Room 18B

104 Variable Stars
Room 19B

105 Enhancing Astronomy 
Research in Hawai'I: Balancing 
Science and Culture
Room 12B

106 The LITTLE THINGS Survey 
Room 16B

107 Evolution of Galaxies IX
Room 19A

108 Exciting Astrophysics: 
Supernovae, Relativistic 
Astrophysics and Other Results I
Room 16A

109 AGN, QSO, Blazars I
Room 17A

110 Extrasolar Planets: Habitable 
Zones
Ballroom F

111 Evolution of Galaxies I
Room 18C

112 Dark Matter & Dark Energy 
Ballroom G

113 Cyber-Discover and Science 
for the Decade
Room 18D

114 The Milky Way: Structure and 
Assembly
Ballroom D

115 HAD IV History of Astronomy
Room 12A

116 Early Science Results from 
the SOFIA Observatory
Ballroom E

117 Making the Most of Your Oral 
Presentations
Room 18A

11:40am

122 Cutting-Edge Dynamics: From 
Planetary Rings to Galaxies
Room 16B

123 Extra-Galactic Star Clusters
Room 18D

124 Increasing Diversity in Your 
Department
Room 12B

125 Exoplanets: New Surveys
Ballroom F

126 Supernovae I
Ballroom E

127 HEAD: The Variable and 
Surprising Gamma-ray Sky
Room 18B

128 Career Panel: Career Paths
Ballroom G

129 Evolution of Galaxies II 
Room 19A

130 The Dark Universe Viewed by 
CFHTLenS
Room 18C

131 AGN, QSO, Blazars II
Room 17A

132  Binary Stellar Systems
Room 19B

133  HAD V History of Astronomy 
Room 12A

134 Education Research: 
Methodologies & Results
Room 18A

135 Exciting  Astrophysics: 
Supernovae, Relativisitc 
Astrophysics and Other Results II
Room 16A

136 Affordable Large Space 
Telescopes for UV, Optical, and 
Exoplanet Astronomy Beyond 
2020
Room 17B

137 The Milky Way: Structure of 
the ISM
Ballroom D

3:40pm

4:30pm

5:30pm

6:30pm
8:00pm

LGBTIQ Networking Dinner, 6:30pm - 8:30pm
Public Talk: Big Science in Crisis, Steven Weinberg (University of Texas), 8:00pm-9:00pm, Ballroom D

2:00pm Special Sessions/Oral Sessions - 122 - 137, 2:00pm - 3:30pm

138 Invited Session:The Challenges and Achievements in 50 Years of Human Spaceflight, Steven Hawley (University of Kansas), 3:40pm-
4:30pm, Ballroom D
139 Invited Session: HAD Doggett Prize: Cosmic Noise: The Pioneers of Early Radio Astronomy and Their Discoveries, Woodruff T. Sullivan, 
III (University of Washington), 4:30pm-5:20pm, Ballroom D
Evening Poster Session, 5:30pm - 6:30pm, Exhibit Hall
Penn State Alumni Reception, 6:00pm - 8:00pm, Room 410, Hilton Austin
3000 days, 50000 hours, 1 AU – Celebrating Spitzer, 6:00pm - 8:00pm, Ballroom E

6:00pm

Making SN 2011fe the Best-Understood SN la Ever, 9:30am - 11:30am, Room 8
Special Sessions and Oral Sessions 102 - 117 , 10:00am - 11:30am

118 Invited Session: A (Re)introduction to the Milky Way, Robert Benjamin (University of Wisconsin, Whitewater), 
11:40am - 12:30pm, Ballroom D

12:45pm 119 Town Hall: JWST Town Hall, 12:45pm - 1:45pm, Ballroom G 
120 Town Hall: HAD Business Meeting, 12:45pm - 1:45pm, Room 12A
121 Town Hall : NSF Town Hall, 12:45pm - 1:45pm, Ballroom E

10:00am

101 Invited Session: Kavli Lecture:The CMB and Neutrinos, Lyman Page (Princeton), 8:30am - 9:20am, Ballroom D
9:00am Exhibit Hall, 9:00am - 6:30pm

Career Center, 9:00am - 6:00pm, Exhibit Hall
Posters, 9:00am - 6:30pm, Exhibit Hall
140 HEAD: New Results in High Energy Astrophysics 
141 Dark Skies, Technology and Archaeoastronomy 
142 Gamma Ray Bursts 
143 Cosmology & the CMB 
144 The Sun
145 Computation, Data Handling, Image Analysis 
146 Relativistic Astrophysics, Gravitational Lenses & Waves
147 Undergraduate Research & Education
148 The LITTLE THINGS Survey

149 HEAD The Variable and Surprising Gamma-ray Sky
150 HAD III Poster Session
151 Star Associations, Star Clusters - Galactic & Extra-galactic 
152 Stellar Evolution, Stellar Populations, Abundances 
153 Binary Stellar Systems: X-ray Binaries
154 AGN, QSO, Blazars I 
155 Exoplanet Mission Technologies 
156 LSST

8:00am 100 Invited Session: Welcoming Address, 8:00am - 8:30am, Ballroom D
Careers 101: Career Planning Workshop for Graduate Students and Postdocs, 8:00am - 10:00am, Room 9BC
Cyber Café, 8:00am - 6:30pm, Atrium

Monday, 9 January 2012
7:30am Speaker Ready Room, 7:30am - 4:00pm, Room 11

Registration, 7:30am - 5:00pm, Registration Desk, Atrium
Session Chair Breakfast, 7:30am - 8:00am, Room 8
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8:30am

201 Dwarf Galaxies
Room 16B

202 Evolution of Galaxies III
Room 19A

203 Supernovae II
Room 17B

204 Professional Ethics in 
Astronomy: An Ongoing Dialogue
Ballroom E

205 How to Build a Milky Way: A 
Blueprint From the SDSS-III 
SEGUE Survey I
Room 18C

206 Reports from NASA's Program 
Analysis Groups
Room 18D

207 Galaxy Clusters 
Room 16A

208 Star Formation I
Room 12A

209 AGN, QSO, Blazars III
Room 17A

210  Education, Outreach, and 
Citizen Science
Room 18A

211 White Dwarfs, Novae, and 
Cataclysmic Variables 
Room 19B

212 Cosmic Microwave Background
Ballroom D

213 HEAD III: New Results from the 
Fermi Observatory
Room 18B

214 First Science with LOFAR
Room 12B

11:40am

12:30pm
12:45pm
1:30pm

217 Pulsars, Neutron Stars
Ballroom E

218 The Rossi X-ray Timing 
Explorer: Taking the Pulse of the 
Universe
Room 17B

219 The BigBOSS Multi-Object 
Spectrograph on the Mayall 
Telescope
Room 16B

220 Star Formation II
Room 12A

221 Working in Science Policy
Ballroom G

222 How to Build a Milky Way: A 
Blueprint From the SDSS-III 
SEGUE Survey II
Room 18C

223 Galaxy Cluster Masses and 
Dynamics
Room 12B

224 The Sun, Stellar Atmospheres, 
and Winds
Room 18D

225 AGN, QSO, Blazars IV
Room 17A

226 HEAD IV: New Results in High 
Energy Astrophysics
Room 18B

227 Astronomy 101 Teaching & 
Learning
Room 16A

228 Extrasolar Planets and Brown 
Dwarfs: Formation, Evolution
Ballroom F

229 Evolution of Galaxies IV
Room 19A

230 Stellar Evolution, Stellar 
Populations
Room 19B

3:40pm

4:30pm

8:30pm

2:00pm Special Sessions/Oral Sessions 217 - 230, 2:00pm - 3:30pm

231 Invited Session: Pierce Prize: Who is Under the HAT? Small Telescopes Yield Big Science, Gaspar Bakos (Harvard-Smithsonian CfA), 
3:40pm - 4:30pm, Ballroom D

10:00am

"Saving Hubble": Film Screening & Meet the Director, 8:30pm - 10:00pm, Ballroom G

5:30pm 233 Town Hall: HEAD Business Meeting, 5:30pm - 6:30pm, Room 18B
Evening Poster Session, 5:30pm - 6:30pm, Exhibit Hall
AAS Donor Reception, 5:30pm - 7:00pm, Finn & Porter Restaurant, Hilton Austin

6:30pm SPS Evening of Undergraduate Science, 6:30pm - 8:00pm, Room 9
New Worlds Technology, 6:30pm - 8:00pm, Room 18C
234 Town Hall: NRAO Town Hall, 6:30pm - 8:30pm, Ballroom E

232 Invited Session: Catching Up: Theory in a Decade of Transiting Exoplanets, Dimitar D. Sasselov, (Harvard-Smithsonian CfA), 
4:30pm - 5:20pm, Ballroom D

Special Sessions/Oral Sessions 201 - 214, 10:00am - 11:30am

Student Meet-Up with Nobel Laureate John Mather, 10:00am - 11:30am, Room 8
Careers 201: Career Leadership Workshop: Finding Opportunities and Honing Professional Skills, 
10:00am - 1:30pm, Room 9BC
215 Invited Session: Cannon Prize: Weak Lensing - Revealing the Dark Side of the Universe, Rachel Mandelbaum (Princeton University) 11:40am - 
12:30pm, Ballroom D

Superluminous Supernovae, 1:30pm-3:30pm, Room 8

Personal Finance in Turbulent Times, 12:30pm - 2:00pm, Ballroom E
216 Town Hall: Gemini Town Hall, 12:45pm - 1:45pm, Ballroom F

200 Invited Session: HEAD Rossi Prize: Science with the Fermi LAT, Peter F. Michelson (Stanford University) and W.B. Atwood (UCSC)
AAS Prize Presentations: George Van Biesbroeck Prize, Education Prize, Joseph Weber Award for Astronomical Instrumentation, Chambliss 
Astronomical Writing Award, and certificate of appreciation to Frank Kameny
8:30am-9:45am, Ballroom D

9:00am Career Center, 9:00am-6:00pm, Exhibit Hall
Exhibit Hall, 9:00am - 6:30pm
Posters, 9:00am-6:30pm, Exhibit Hall 
235 Education Research: Methodologies & Results 
236 Professional Development for Students & Teachers
237 Pulsars, Neutron Stars 
238 Laboratory Astrophysics 
239 Planetary Nebulae, Supernova Remnants
240 Stellar Atmospheres, Winds, and Outflows
241 Instrumentation: Space Missions 
242 Supernovae
243 AGN, QSO, Blazars II 
244 Dwarf and Irregular Galaxies

245 Extrasolar Planets: Detection
246 Evolution of Galaxies I
247 Black Holes 
248 Dark Matter & Dark Energy
249 The Rossi X-ray Timing Explorer: Taking the Pulse of the Universe 
250 White Dwarfs
251 CAE/CATS Astronomy Education Research 
252 The Milky Way, The Galactic Center

Tuesday, 10 January 2012

7:30am Speaker Ready Room, 7:30am - 4:00pm, Room 11
Session Chair Breakfast, 7:30am - 8:00am, Room 8

8:00am Registration, 8:00am - 5:00pm, Registration Desk, Atrium
Cyber Café, 8:00am - 6:30pm, Atrium
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8:30am

301 The Solar System & 
Extrasolar Habitable Zones 
Room 12A

302 Molecular Clouds, HII 
Regions, Interstellar Medium 
Room 16A

303 A Sampling of Herschel's Key 
Programs: Views of the Milky Way 
and its Nearby Environs
Ballroom F

304 Intergalactic Medium, QSO 
Absorption Line Systems
Room 16B 

305 AGN, QSO, Blazars V 
Room 17A

306 The Astrophysics Postdoc 
Job Market 
Ballroom G 

307 Evolution of Galaxies V
Room 19A

308 Black Holes
Ballroom E
(10:00am-11:40am)

309 ALMA Cycle 0 Early Science 
and Capabilities for Cycle 1 
Science
Room 17B

310 Gamma Ray Bursts
Room 18C

311 Spiral Galaxies: Evolution of 
Halos, Bars, and Discs 
Room 18B

312 Cosmology I
Ballroom D

313 Solar-mass Stars and Smaller
Room 19B

314 Protoplanetary Disks
Room 18D

11:40am

318 Energetic Binary Stars I
Room 12A

319 Surveys and Large Programs 
I
Room 18A

320 Dust, the ISM and Associated 
Topics
Room 19B

321 AGN, QSO, Blazars VI
Room 17A

322 Evolution of Galaxies VI
Room 19A

323 Spiral Galaxies II
Room18B

324 Cosmology and Galaxy 
Formation From SDSS-III/BOSS
Room 18C

325 Careers in Media for 
Scientists
Ballroom G

326 Extrasolar Planets I
Ballroom F

327 Very Young Stars and 
Accretion Disks
Ballroom E

328 Instrumentation: Space 
Missions
Room 17B

329 Galaxy Evolution in the 
Cluster Environment
Room 16B

330 Cool Dwarfs, Brown Dwarfs
Room 16A

331 Cosmology II
Ballroom D

3:40pm

4:30pm

6:00pm

6:30pm

8:00pm

Special Sessions/Oral Sessions 318 - 331, 2:00pm - 3:30pm

Data Analysis for Kepler Science: A Tutorial, 2:00pm - 4:00pm, Room 8

332 Invited Session: Galaxy Formation Star-by-Star: the View from the Milky Way, Kathryn V. Johnston (Columbia University) 3:40pm-
4:30pm, Ballroom D
333 Invited Session: Star Formation in Galaxy Clusters Over the Past 10 Billion Years, Kim-Vy Tran (Texas A&M University)
4:30pm - 5:20pm, Ballroom D

2:00pm

Astropix/Astronomy Visualization Metadata, 2:00pm-3:30pm, Room 18D

"The City Dark" Film Screening, 8:00pm-9:30pm, Ballroom G

5:30pm Evening Poster Session, 5:30pm - 6:30pm, Exhibit Hall 
Proposing to Use the NRAO Telescopes: ALMA, 5:30pm - 7:30pm, Room 8

Astronomers: Teach Climate Change!, 2:00pm - 3:30pm, Room 12B

Graduate Student Networking Reception, 6:00pm - 7:00pm, Salon B, Hilton Austin

Closing Reception, 6:30pm - 8:00pm, Grand Ballroom, Hilton Austin

Special Sessions/Oral Sessions 301 - 314, 10:00am - 11:30am

315 Invited Session: Magnetic Fields in the Formation of Stars and Protoplanetary Disks, Susana Lizano (Centro De Radioastronomia y 
Astrofisica), 11:40am-12:30pm, Ballroom D

12:45pm 316 Town Hall:  NASA Town Hall, 12:45pm - 1:45pm, Ballroom E

317 Town Hall:  NOAO Town Hall, 12:45pm - 1:45pm, Ballroom F

10:00am

300 Invited Session: Heineman Prize: Exploding Stars and the Accelerating Universe, Robert Kirshner (Harvard-Smithsonian CfA), 8:30am-
9:20am, Ballroom D

9:00am Exhibit Hall, 9:00am - 6:30pm

Career Center, 9:00am - 6:00pm, Exhibit Hall

Posters, 9:00am-6:30pm, Exhibit Hall  

334 The Solar System 
335 The BigBOSS Multi-Object Spectrograph on the Mayall 
Telescope 
336 Large Scale Structure, Cosmic Distance Scale 
337 Young Stellar Objects, Very Young Stars, T-Tauri Stars, H-H 
Objects 
338 Galaxy Clusters
339 Extrasolar Planetary Systems 
340 Evolution of Galaxies II 
341 Star Formation

342 Cosmology and Galaxy Formation From SDSS-III/BOSS 
343 Dust
344 Circumstellar Disks
345 Stars, Cool Dwarfs, Brown Dwarfs 
346 Spiral Galaxies 
347 Education & Public Outreach 
348 Variable Stars, Cataclysmic Variables and Friends 
349 Molcular Clouds, HII Regions, Interstellar Medium 
350 Astronomy in Middle & High Schools 

Wednesday, 11 January 2012

7:30am Speaker Ready Room, 7:30am - 4:00pm, Room 11

Session Chair Breakfast, 7:30am - 8:00am, Room 8

8:00am Registration, 8:00am - 5:00pm, Registration Desk, Atrium

Cyber Café, 8:00am - 6:30pm, Atrium
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8:30am

401 The Wide-Field Infrared Survey 
Explorer (WISE): Science Frontiers 
and Final Data Release
Room 17B

402 Large Scale Structure Ballroom 
G

403 AGN, QSO, Blazars VII
Room 17A

404 Circumstellar Disks
Room 12A

405 Extrasolar Planets II
Ballroom F

406 Cosmic Assembly Near-IR 
Deep Extragalactic Legacy Survey 
(CANDELS) I 
Ballroom E 

407 Science Highlights from 
NASA's Astrophysics Data Analysis 
Program I
Room 16B

408 Energetic Binary Stars II Room 
18C

409 Galactic Centers
Room 16A

410 Surveys and Large Programs II
Room 18B

411 Evolution of Galaxies VII
Room 19A

11:40am

12:45pm

1:00pm

413 Instrumentation: Ground Based
Room 17B

414 Kepler Observations of 
Exoplanets and Systems
Ballroom G

415 Science Highlights from 
NASA's Astrophysics Data Analysis 
Program II
Room 16B

416 Starburst Galaxies
Ballroom F

417 Evolution of Galaxies VIII
Room 19A

418 Planetary Nebulae, Supernova 
Remnants and Supernovae
Room 12A

419 Cosmic Assembly Near-IR 
Deep Extragalactic Legacy Survey 
(CANDELS) II
Ballroom E

3:40pm

4:30pm

2:00pm Special Sessions/Oral Sessions 413-419, 2:00pm - 3:30pm

420 Invited Session: AIP Gemant Award: Tycho to Kepler: Four Centuries and More of Astronomy and the Media, Steve Maran (American 
Astronomical Society), 3:40pm - 4:30pm, Ballroom D
421 Invited Session: Berkeley Prize: Mapping the Fuel for Star Formation in Early Universe Galaxies, Linda Tacconi (MPI Fur Extraterr. Physik, 
Germany), 4:30pm - 5:20pm, Ballroom D

Proposing to Use the NRAO Telescopes: EVLA and VLBA, 9:30am - 11:30am, Room 8

Special Sessions/ Oral Sessions 401 - 411, 10:00am - 11:30am

412 Invited Session: White Dwarf Stars From the Telescope to the Laboratory and Back Again: Exploring Extreme Physics, Donald Winget 
(University of Texas), 11:40am - 12:30pm, Ballroom D
Proposing to Use the NRAO Telescopes: GBT and CASA, 12:45pm - 3:00pm, Room 8

Afternoon Poster Session, 1:00pm - 2:00pm, Exhibit Hall

Connecting Scientists with NASA Astrophysics Education and Public Outreach (E/PO), 9:30am-11:00am, Room 19B

9:30am

10:00am

400 Invited Session: The Evolving Context for Science and Society, Alan Leshner (AAAS), 8:30am-9:20am, Ballroom D

9:00am Exhibit Hall, 9:00am - 2:00pm

Career Center, 9:00am - 1:00pm, Exhibit Hall

Posters, 9:00am - 2:00pm, Exhibit Hall

422 Instrumentation: Ground Based or Airborne
423 Science Highlights from NASA's Astrophysics Data Analysis 
Program
424 Large Programs: Hobby-Eberly Telescope Dark Energy Experiment 
425 The Wide-field Infrared Survey Explorer (WISE): Science Frontiers 
and Final Data Release
426 Intergalactic Medium, QSO Absorption Line Systems
427 Starburst Galaxies 
428 Surveys and Large Programs 
429 CANDELS Poster
430 Computation and Data Handling
431 Education & Outreach
432 The Sun, The Solar System, and Extrasolar Planets

433 Binary and Variable Stars
434 History
435 AGN, QSOs & Friends
436Supernovae & Related Topics
437 YSOs, the ISM and Other Topics
438 Star Associations & Clusters
439 Stellar Topics 
440 Cosmology and Related Topics
441 Did Someone Say Galaxies?
442 Black Holes & GRBs
443 Make Way for Lab Astro!
444 Star Formation, Dust, Etc.
445 Milky Way Topics
446 Surveys & Instrumentation

Thursday, 12 January 2012

7:30am Speaker Ready Room, 7:30am - 2:00pm, Room 11

Session Chair Breakfast, 7:30am - 8:00am, Room 8

8:00am Registration, 8:00am - 4:00pm, Registration Desk, Atrium

Cyber Café, 8:00am - 4:00pm, Atrium
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