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NASA, SDO

  

Competed Grants 
•  Astronomical sciences funded at NASA, National 

Science Foundation (NSF) & Dept. of  Energy 
(DOE) Office of  Science 

•  Awarded based on the merit and breadth of  
impact of  the proposed scientific research 

•  Research dollars go to scientists and students 
throughout the country.

Education & Public Outreach 

Alex Evans

NASA/IPAC Teacher Archive 
Research Program (NITARP) 

Educator Jacqueline Barge works 
on original astronomical research 

with her high school students. 

Large crowds gathered in 
Times Square, and many other 
locations, to celebrate the NASA 
Curiosity Rover’s successful 
landing on Mars.

Enhancing	  and	  sharing	  humanity’s	  scien2fic	  understanding	  of	  the	  universe	  since	  1899.	  

Small & Mid-Scale 
Missions 

MESSENGER 
is providing 
new insights 
on the inner 
solar system.

IBEX is helping us to 
better understand our 
place in the galaxy.

Kepler has opened our 
eyes to the billions of  
potentially habitable 
planets in our Milky Way 
galaxy.

The Large Synoptic Survey Telescope (LSST) will 
revolutionize our understanding of  the cosmos, from asteroids 
to the largest structures in the universe, and drive technological 
innovations with potential commercial applications.

LSST Corp.

Revolutionary Facilities 

CS Muncy

•  Most led by researchers at 
private institutions

•  Cost-capped & competitive
•  Broaden participation in 

space sciences
•  Encourage innovation
•  Deliver high return on 

federal investment.
•  Develop & maintain 

technical workforce

Discovery | Explorer
New Frontiers 

•  Scientific community sets priorities, 
recommending balanced portfolios including:
•  Flagship missions and large facilities 
•  Competed mid-scale projects & New Frontiers 

missions
•  Competed small research grants, technology 

development projects, and Discovery- & Explorer-class 
missions

http://www.nap.edu/catalog.php?record_id=13060
http://www.nap.edu/catalog.php?record_id=12951
http://www.nap.edu/catalog.php?record_id=13117
http://kepler.nasa.gov/
http://www.nasa.gov/mission_pages/ibex/index.html
http://messenger.jhuapl.edu/
http://www.lsst.org/lsst/public
http://www.lsst.org/lsst/public/dark_matter
http://www.lsst.org/lsst/public/neo1
http://www.lsst.org/lsst/public/milkyway
http://www.lsst.org/lsst/public/oss
http://www.lsst.org/lsst/public/transient
http://www.wise.io/company
http://nitarp.ipac.caltech.edu/page/about
http://www.nbcnews.com/id/48538144/ns/technology_and_science-space/t/crowd-gathers-times-square-see-curiosity-land-mars/
http://aas.org/policy/resources/CLBSOTU
http://aas.org


Exciting New Discoveries 
About the Universe 

NASA / Hubble Space Telescope / Eagle Nebula / M16
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Crucial Federal Funding 

Diversity & Inclusion 

ARTEMIS/THEMIS

Carolyn Porco and her team used 
NASA’s Cassini spacecraft, in orbit 
around Saturn, to show that high 
speed geysers on the surface of  its 

moon Enceladus draw liquid from seas 
hidden below the moon’s icy crust.

The Department of  
Energy Office of  
Science provides 

about 3% of  the fed-
eral funding for 

astronomical 
science,

 supporting 
directed 

experiments 
related to 

particle physics 
& energy research. 

NASA provides about 88% of  the federal 
funding for the astronomical sciences, mostly 
operating space-borne missions and providing 

extramural research funding.

The National Science 
Foundation provides 
about 9% of  the 
federal funding 
for astro-
nomical 
science, 
supporting 
ground-
based 
telescopes 
and extra-
mural research.

Women 
are near-
ing parity 
with men 

in earning 
degrees in 

astronomy,

but people 
of  color 
remain 
significantly 
underrepre-
sented 
compared to 
the US 
population. 

Elisa Quintana and collaborators used NASA’s 
Kepler telescope to find the first earth-size planet 

in another star’s habitable zone.

FY 2015 

http://saturn.jpl.nasa.gov/news/newsreleases/newsrelease20140728/
http://www.nasa.gov/ames/kepler/nasas-kepler-discovers-first-earth-size-planet-in-the-habitable-zone-of-another-star/
http://nsf.gov/statistics/wmpd/2013/digest/theme2_2.cfm
http://nsf.gov/statistics/2015/nsf15311/
http://www.nsf.gov/div/index.jsp?div=AST
http://science.energy.gov/hep/research/cosmic-frontier/
http://science.nasa.gov/
http://aas.org/policy/resources/CLBSOTU
http://aas.org

