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Competed Grants 
Competed grants are awarded to researchers based 
on the merit and breadth of  impact of  the 
proposed scientific research. The suite of  
astronomical science grant programs at NASA, NSF 
and DOE Office of  Science award research 
dollars to scientists and students throughout 
the country. Many researchers depend on these 
programs for their salaries and research expenses.

Education & Public Outreach 

Alex Evans

NASA/IPAC Teacher Archive 
Research Program (NITARP) 

Educator Jacqueline Barge works 
on original astronomical research 

with her high school students. 

Large crowds gathered in 
Times Square, and many other 
locations, to celebrate the NASA 
Curiosity Rover’s successful 
landing on Mars.
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Small & Mid-Scale 
Projects Discovery, New Frontiers, and 

Explorer class missions are 
revolutionizing our view of  
the entire universe, from our 
own solar system to the most 
distant galaxies. These 
competed programs broaden 
participation in space 
sciences, encourage 
innovation, and deliver high 
scientific and technological 
return on federal investment. 

MESSENGER 
is providing 
new insights 
on the inner 
solar system.

IBEX is helping us to 
better understand our 
place in the galaxy.

Kepler has opened our 
eyes to the billions of  
potentially habitable 
planets in our Milky Way 
galaxy.

Each decade, the entire community comes together to set priorities for 
scientific studies in the ten years ahead. Each of  the recent decadal 
surveys recommend balanced portfolios of  large, medium and 
small projects as their highest priority, with robust investment in 
each so all can participate in astronomical discoveries. For the U.S. to 
continue leading the world in the astronomical sciences, we need 
revolutionary new flagship projects in space and on the ground, 
but we must also maintain support for the competed research grants 
and highly cost-effective small and mid-scale competed missions. 

Exciting new projects like the Large Synoptic Survey Telescope 
(LSST), a top decadal survey priority, will revolutionize our 
understanding of  the cosmos, from asteroids to the largest 
structures in the universe, and drive technological innovations 
with potential commercial applications.

LSST Corp.

Revolutionary Flagships 

CS Muncy

http://www.nap.edu/openbook.php?record_id=12951&page=1
http://www.nap.edu/openbook.php?record_id=13117&page=1
http://www.nap.edu/openbook.php?record_id=13060&page=1
http://www.nap.edu/openbook.php?record_id=13060&page=1
http://kepler.nasa.gov/
http://www.ibex.swri.edu/
http://messenger.jhuapl.edu/
http://www.jpl.nasa.gov/video/index.php?id=1090
http://nitarp.ipac.caltech.edu/page/about
http://www.lsst.org/lsst/
http://www.lsst.org/lsst/public/transient
http://www.lsst.org/lsst/public/oss
http://www.lsst.org/lsst/public/dark_matter
http://www.lsst.org/lsst/public/neo1
http://www.lsst.org/lsst/public/milkyway
http://wise.io/
http://aas.org


The Astronomical Sciences in the FY 2015  
President’s Budget Request 

AMERICAN ASTRONOMICAL SOCIETY 

Adam Block, Mt. Lemmon SkyCenter, U. Arizona

More%Online%at%h-p://aas.org/policy/resources/CLB14Q2%%%%%%%%T"202%328%2010""""""""Public.Policy@aas.org""""""""h8p://aas.org"

Cassini Imaging Team, SSI, JPL, ESA, NASA

  

Funding Research 

Education & Public Outreach 
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Small/mid-scale 
Projects 

Expanding the Frontier 

For decades, the astronomical sciences 
have set priorities as a scientific 
community. 

Efforts to hurt or harm specific 
projects outside community-based 
processes hurt our scientific 
enterprise.

We applaud efforts to 
increase the cadence for 
small-scale Discovery missions 
in NASA’s Planetary Science 
Division and Explorer missions 
in the Astrophysics Division.

We lament the lack of  
support for any new mid-scale 
New Frontiers missions in 
Planetary Science. 

The AAS celebrates 
commitment to building the 

Large Synoptic Survey Telescope 
(LSST), another top priority in 

the most recent astronomy 
decadal survey, through facility 

construction at NSF and 
camera fabrication at DOE’s 

Office of  Science. 

Encouraged by Administration’s 
support for formulating the  
Wide-Field InfraRed Survey 
Telescope (WFIRST) mission 
within NASA’s Astrophysics Division, 
the top priority in the most recent 
astronomy decadal survey, which will 
revolutionize our view of  the 
universe in the infrared (left).

Funding for individual researchers continues to be an 
area of  concern as ever larger missions demand ever 
more budget authority for operations. 

Our exciting new missions need accompanying 
research funding to support our world-leading 
scientific community and train the next 
generation of  global scientific leaders.

We applaud the improved 
plan to restructure STEM 
Education programs at 
NASA but keep them 
within SMD, but are 
worried that total 
funding for NASA-SMD 
would drop by 2/3 under 
this proposal.

Right: This request proposes a large cut for 
the Hubble Space Telescope, in NASA’s 

Astrophysics Division.

Above: The request proposes SOFIA, NASA’s 
Astrophysics Division’s telescope on a 747, 
has been proposed for grounding.

Above: Planet hunter, 
TESS (MIT, Goddard, 
Orbital Sci. Corp), will 
be followed by new 
Astrophysics Explorers 
selected in 2015. 

Right: No plans for 
another mission in 
successful Planetary 
Science’s New Frontiers 
line after ground-
breaking OSIRIS-REx 
(Lockheed Martin, 
Goddard, Univ. of  AZ).

Above: E/PO activities associated 
with small missions, like  
Heliophysics’ THEMIS, will be 
much less likely to find funding 
under this request. 

ARTEMIS/THEMIS

http://wfirst.gsfc.nasa.gov/
http://osiris-rex.lpl.arizona.edu/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Transiting_Exoplanet_Survey_Satellite
http://cse.ssl.berkeley.edu/artemis/epo-eval.html

